
SkillsUSA - SC State

PHOTOGRAPHY
PURPOSE
To evaluate each contestant’s preparation 
for employment and to recognize outstanding 
students for excellence and professionalism in 
the field of (still) photography.

CLOTHING REQUIREMENT
Please refer to the “Clothing Requirement” 
section of the SkillsUSA National Contest 
Guidelines.

Note: Contestants must wear their official 
contest clothing to the contest. Failure to do 
so will result in a 50-point penalty.

EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS
This is a minimum required equipment list. 
Any additional accessories are acceptable 
and up to the discretion of the student. No 
equipment is being supplied by the technical 
committee. Provided by the contestant:
1. One DSLR or mirrorless camera with 

removable lens capabilities (bridge or 
compact cameras are not accepted).

2. Batteries and Memory Cards for the 
camera.

3. USB card reader or camera USB cable
4. One speedlight flash with wireless 

transmitter (built-in flash is not 
acceptable).

5. A computer with a USB drive is mandatory 
(laptop is preferred).

6. Adobe Photoshop (be sure Photoshop can 
open the camera’s RAW image files).

7. One USB drive (minimum 32 GB).
8. Two images for Print Competition (see 

guidelines below).
9. All competitors must create a single-page 

resume and submit a hard copy to the 
technical committee chair at orientation. 
Failure to do so will result in a 10-point 
penalty

SCOPE OF THE CONTEST
The contest is defined by industry standards. 
The contest is divided into two parts: a written 
exam - testing overall photographic knowledge 
and skill performance.

Knowledge Performance
The contest will include a written knowledge 
exam that assesses the overall photographic 
knowledge through a series of multiple-choice 
questions.

Skill Performance
The contest will include a series of hands-
on performance activities assessing overall 
photographic mechanics and techniques.

Contest Guidelines
1. Written Test: This test has a series of 

multiple-choice questions that covers 
some of the following topics:
a. History of Photography (iconic 

photographers and advancements in 
technology

b. Exposure controls and their effects on 
images

c. Lens choices given a photographic 
situation (sports, jewelry, studio 
portraits, etc.)

d. General terminology
e. Photoshop tools, workflow, processes, 

etc.

2. Field Assignment: The assignment 
evaluates the contestant’s creative ability 
and adherence to contest guidelines. 
Students will be given a theme to follow 
when capturing images for this contest. 
Contestants will then choose their best 
images and apply global edits and light 
editing before producing a 24-image 
contact sheet for judging. Scoring is based 
on:
a. Technical: exposure and focus control
b. Creative: overall use of composition, 

lighting, impact, etc.
c. Level of editing (edits must be global 

in nature and must not be overdone)
d. Contestant’s adherence to time limits, 



location, and theme

3. Conceptual Assignment: Students will 
use Adobe Photoshop to combine a 
minimum of three images from their field 
assignment to produce and a creative 
conceptual piece of art.

4. Digital Editing: Contestants are given 
images to manipulate in Adobe Photoshop 
This contest evaluates the student’s 
knowledge of professional editing 
techniques, including, but not limited to:
a. Selections and refine edge
b. Layer masks and adjustment layers
c. Color correction
d. Resizing layers
e. Correct naming and formatting

5. Troubleshooting: Contestants will be 
shown a series of images that have 
issues commonly found in today’s digital 
processing. Contestants must correctly 
identify these problems from the list 
provided. These problems include, but are 
not limited to:
a. Chromatic aberration
b. Barrel distortion
c. Aliasing
d. White balance
e. Halos
f. Posterization
g. JPEG artifacts
h. Parallax

6. Print Competition: Contestants must 
submit to prints produced before the 
competition in any category of their 
choice. Prints will be on public display 
and must not contain any questionable 
content. Prints must adhere to the 
following criteria:
a. Print size must be an 11”x14” or 

10”x15”
b. Both prints must be mounted to a 

16”x20” black foam core board (¼” 
thick) with a 16”x20” black over mat

c. All prints must have a label placed on 
the back upper middle portion that 

includes the following information:
i. Contestant number (given at the 

contest)
ii. Cellphone number

d. These prints must be brought to 
the orientation and check-in. Prints 
received after that time will receive a 
25-point penalty.

STANDARDS AND 
COMPETENCIES
The contest aligns identically to the current 
national standards. See their documents for 
specific details.


